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MAKING  
SAN FRANCISCO  
BAY SAFER, 
HEALTHIER, AND 
MORE RESILIENT 

Inspired to Protect the Bay

It has been an honor to take the helm as San Francisco Baykeeper’s 
Executive Director this year. One of the greatest joys of this job is heading 
up our regular Bay boat patrols. The open-water views are breathtaking. 
Seals and porpoises swim alongside us. Cormorants and brown pelicans 
fish for salty snacks. Swimmers, sailors, paddlers, and kayakers wave 
hello. Shoreline hikers, ferry commuters, anglers, and beach goers give us 
an appreciative thumbs up. And operators at industrial facilities eye us 
apprehensively. It’s an exhilarating way to see firsthand that Baykeeper’s 
work is making the Bay healthier and more vibrant.

The best part of boat patrols is bringing along our supporters and biggest 
fans. Your love of the Bay and enthusiasm for Baykeeper inspire me every 
day. Behind all our work and behind every victory are supporters like you. 

Because of your support, Baykeeper is the Bay Area’s leader on preventing 
pollution in San Francisco Bay. We are reducing contamination from the 
Bay’s biggest pollution sources, including industrial pollution, coal and oil, 
and runoff from city streets. And we’re developing solutions to prepare  
the Bay for sea level rise. 

Thank you so much for investing in Baykeeper’s progress over the past year. 
With your help, we’re building tremendous momentum toward a cleaner and 
healthier San Francisco Bay, where recreation is safe, wildlife thrives,  
and shorelines are protected.

A MESSAGE FROM 
BAYKEEPER’S  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Sejal Choksi-Chugh,  
Baykeeper Executive Director



SAFER FOR RECREATION

HEALTHIER FOR WILDLIFE

Baykeeper’s legal actions have 
required 29 polluting industrial 
facilities to reduce toxic 
contaminated runoff into the  
Bay, to protect fish and wildlife.

Baykeeper is holding San Jose 
accountable for cleaning up its 
polluted runoff, so that birds  
and swimmers will be safe from 
trash and bacteria contamination 
of the Bay.

Baykeeper is stopping oil industry 
plans to expand local refineries  
and ship more oil by train to the 
Bay Area. 

Baykeeper is challenging coal 
export terminals that would lead to 
long trains shedding toxic coal dust 
into the Bay and local communities. 

Baykeeper has compelled 20 Bay Area cities to upgrade their sewer 
systems to keep sewage spills and overflows out of the Bay, making  
the water cleaner for recreation.

Baykeeper investigated a sticky toxic “mystery goo” spilled into the Bay 
in January, and coordinated with wildlife rescue nonprofits to find and 
rescue hundreds of injured birds.
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Baykeeper is opposing excessive 
sand mining from the Bay’s 
floor and wasteful dumping of 
clean dredged sediment. We are 
advocating to keep sand and 
sediment in the Bay, where it can 
replenish beaches and wetlands to 
protect against sea level rise. 

Baykeeper also captured Street 
View images of the Bay shoreline 
using a remote-controlled camera 
boat. Our San Francisco Bay 
Shore View maps will guide 
regional planning to better protect 
the Bay’s shorelines from sea level 
rise and unwise development.

MORE RESILIENT TO 
SEA LEVEL RISE

REVENUE
During 2014-15, Baykeeper revenue totaled 
$1,526,902. Support from generous 
individuals, foundations, and 
corporations totaled $580,539. 
When we settle a lawsuit against 
a polluter, the Clean Water Act 
allows Baykeeper to recover the 
fees and costs of bringing the case 
and monitoring for reductions in 
pollution. In 2014-15, we settled a 
major multi-year lawsuit, recovering 
$692,902 in accumulated staff fees and 
costs from three years of legal action. 

JULY 1, 2014 – JUNE 30, 2015
2015 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

EXPENSES
During 2014-15, Baykeeper expenses totaled 
$1,532,321. We spent $1,048,697 (68%) on 
programs to strengthen clean water laws  
and compel polluters to stop contaminating  
San Francisco Bay. Since we settled a major  
multi-year lawsuit this year, this percentage is 
smaller than in past years. This is because  
when a legal action is resolved, our accounting 
practice requires us to deduct past donated 

legal services from the current year’s program 
expenses. As Baykeeper continues to secure pro 
bono legal services and manage a docket of  
high-impact, multi-year cases to protect San 
Francisco Bay, this percentage will fluctuate 
when cases conclude. Baykeeper’s other expenses 
remained stable from last year. We spent 
$299,747 (20%) on fundraising and $183,877 
(12%) on administrative costs.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING GENERATED FOR THE BAY
When Baykeeper secures legally-binding 
settlements with polluters, to make up for harm 
caused by past polluting activities, we require 
polluters to fund projects that benefit San 
Francisco Bay. In the last 25 years, this endeavor 
has amounted to more than $10 million in  

funding for other nonprofits’ Bay restoration and 
monitoring work. Recently funded projects include 
habitat restoration in the watersheds of seven 
creeks that empty into the South Bay and training 
for Pinole high school students in scientific creek 
habitat monitoring.

These figures are preliminary. Baykeeper’s full audited financial statements will be available once 
completed at www.baykeeper.org.

 Individuals
 Foundations
 Corporations
 �Recovery of  
Legal Expenses
 �Recovery 
of Outside 
Attorneys’ Fees 
and Donated 
Legal Services
 �Donated Goods  
	and Services 
(Non-Legal) 
 Other
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GIFTS OF $20,000 AND GREATER
Keith Campbell Foundation for the Environment
Wallace A. Gerbode Foundation
The David B. Gold Foundation
Richard Grand Foundation
Giles & Elise Mead Foundation
Moore Family Foundation
Rose Foundation for Communities and  

the Environment

GIFTS OF $10,000-$19,999
10Fold Communications
Environment Now
Helen Berggruen
Mellam Family Foundation
Stephen M. Silberstein
The Big D. Foundation

GIFTS OF $4,500-$9,999
Blackie Foundation
J.W. & H.M. Goodman Family Charitable Foundation
J.E.C. Foundation
Keker & Van Nest
Levi Strauss & Co.
Peter Molnar & Jess Parker
Sunshine Polka-Dot Foundation

GIFTS OF $2,500-$4,499
Garrett Albright
Bryce Goeking & Tia Miyamoto
Michael Herz
The Lee and Linda Meier Family Foundation
Timothy & Michele Mullins
Bill Neukom
New Resource Bank
The Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin Fund, in honor 

of Michael Herz
Wine & Spirits Magazine
The Mary Wohlford Foundation

The following donors made gifts to San Francisco 
Baykeeper between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015.  
We thank them for their generous support and  
investment in our work to protect San Francisco Bay.

SAN FRANCISCO 
BAYKEEPER SUPPORTERS

GIFTS OF $1,000-$2,499
Anonymous, in memory of Corwin Hardham
Anonymous
The Alan L. Blum Family Fund
Cappy Coates & Veronica Selver
Corporate Diligence Specialists, LLC
Lozeau Drury LLP
Catherine Egelhoff & Randall G. Block
Zalec Familian & Lilian Levinson Foundation
Dan Weinstein & Family
Pauline Farmer-Koppenol
Heather Hanly & Dan Purcell
Kim Howard & Eddie Peinado
Kristine Johnson & Tim Dattels
Katherine Katcher & Loren Lewallen
Wendy & Seth Katzman
Kevin Lingerfelt & Sam Tepperman-Gelfant
Helen & Thomas Merigan Charitable Trust
Dr. Nancy Milliken & Serge Smirnoff Jr.
Amy Niles
Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc
Michael & Ann Parker
Benjamin Patton
Poseidon’s Vineyard
Amy Quirk & Mike Lehmann
Angela Rando
Julie & Christopher Ridley
Heyward Robinson & Joanna Mountain 
Christina Swanson
Thinkshift Communications
Tricycle Wine Partners
Mariposa Fund
Whole Foods Market, Inc.
Gary Wolff & Ruth Hartman
Edward Wood-Prince, in memory of  

Enzo Wood-Prince
Terry F. & Douglas R. Young

GIFTS OF $500-$999
3Degrees
Americano Restaurant & Bar
Anonymous
Elaine Beale & Susanne Herting, in honor of  

Diane Livia
Barbera Brooks
Dan Burkhart
Alan Crockett
Apple Lane Foundation
Brian Drue
Gary Emich & Peg Gerard
Sallie Griffith
Ann Hardesty & Stephen Chiles
Reuben Hechanova
Michael Hecker
Bonnie Cox, in honor of Laura Colton
JINS Eyewear US
Janey & Kevin Kaster
Philip & Sally Kipper
Albert Kumar
Diane Livia & Lisa Rudman
Gordy & Lynn MacDermott
John & Ann Mahoney, in honor of Colleen Mahoney 

& Veronique Anxolabehere
Tyler Meade
Paulette J. Meyer & David A. Friedman
Dr. Elaine Mowday, in honor of Diane Walton
Kristina & Owen O’Donnell
Diane Portnoy
Steve Richards & Heather Garner
Deb Self & Mandy Wallace
The Sher-Right Fund
Lucinda Lee Smith
Kent Smith
Ryan Webb
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BAYKEEPER STAFF 
Sejal Choksi-Chugh, Executive Director  

and Baykeeper
George Torgun, Managing Attorney
Erica Maharg, Staff Attorney
Nicole Sasaki, Associate Attorney
Ian Wren, Staff Scientist
Eliet Henderson, Development Director
Judy MacLean, Communications Manager
Maya Wolf, Development Associate
Jeremy Nelson, Finance and  

Administration Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jeff Russell, J.D., Chair
Diane Livia, Vice Chair & Secretary
Benjamin Patton, Treasurer
Doreen Gounard
Tim Eichenberg, JD
Peter Molnar 
Jovita Pajarillo
Christina Swanson, Ph.D. 

ADVISORY BOARD
Reverend Marc Andrus
Sheila Andrus
Vito Bialla
Dan Burkhart
Brian Drue
Gary Groff
Tom Hicks, JD
Palmer Hill
Tim Kochis, JD
James A. Kuhns
Marina Moreno
Owen O’Donnell, JD
Deb Self
Kent Smith
Diane Walton
Greg Yeadon

SPECIAL ADVISORS TO 
 THE BOARD
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., JD
Michael Herz
Terry Tamminen

VOLUNTEER SKIPPERS
Captain Geoff Potter,  

Head Skipper
Ray Durkee
Ed Essick
Robert Fairbank
Phil Kipper

Peter Molnar
Robert Philkill
Adam Simmonds
Jeff Wasserman
Bob Wertz

REPORT PHOTOGRAPHY
Cover: 	 Roberto Soncin Gerometta
Page 3:	� Boat: Bart Quigley; Bird: Robb Most; 

Swimmer: Roberto Soncin Gerometta; 
Seal: Joan Robins.

Page 4: 	� Fish: Robb Most; Avocet: Joan Robins; 
Kayaker: Roberto Soncin Gerometta.

Page 5: 	� Refinery: Hudson Henry; Coal: Paul 
K. Anderson; Bird: Cheryl Reynolds, 
International Bird Rescue.

Page 6: 	Robb Most
Page 8: 	 Joan Robins
Page 9: 	� Bay: Robb Most; Child on bike:  

Hudson Henry
Page 10: 	�James Ewing Photography.  

Courtesy of Illuminate

REPORT DESIGN
The Collective Spark
www.thecollectivespark.com

REPORT PRINTING
Bacchus Press, Bay Area Green Certified Business 

THE SAN FRANCISCO 
BAYKEEPER TEAM 

FSC Certified, Processed Chlorine Free (PCF), 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI)

GIFTS OF $250-$499
Anonymous
Leslie Andelin & Barbara Iungano
Tyson Appel
Oren B & Heather E
Guido Baechler
Aaron Baggs
Randy Batchelor
Janice & William Belmont
Bonnie Brown
Alexa Bruce, in honor of Cesar Manzano and in 

memory of Corwin Hardham
Dennis Bunting
Bill Burke
Severin Campbell
Jay Chugh & Sejal Choksi-Chugh
Joseph Diggins
Andrea Dooley
Tim Eichenberg
Anne Farrar
Alison C. Fuller
Jennifer Fuller
Doreen Gounard
Gary Groff
Jeff Hargreaves & Meg Levine
David Lloyd Harris
Scott Haskins
Heimbinder Family Foundation
Douglas James
Kelly Custom Builders, Calistoga
Bruce & Peggy Kennedy
Mardi Kildebeck

Jeff Kilmer
Hal & Leslie Kruth
Jim & Linda Kuhns, in honor of the Baykeeper staff
Jalyn & Lance Lang
Richard & Laurie Ling, in memory of Chet Locke
Buck Lucas
Rebecca Margulies
Tom & Debby Martin
William McCallum
McGrath Family
Sunny & Mark McKee
Jane Mermelstein, in honor of John Hornor
Mary & Gregory Mignano
Robert Most
Karina Nielsen
Robert Pearl & Jane Hiatt
Peter Ralston & Pattie Litton
Mary & Martin Ratner
Mark Reedy
JoAnna Robertson
Louise Roche
Molly & Rett Schmidt
Fred Searls & Claudia Horty
Seed & Salt
Albert & Alex Shen
Singulex
Kristine Stratton
Margaret Swink & Robert Saliba
Tsais Family Foundation
Water World Swim
Greg Yeadon
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1736 Franklin St., Suite 800
Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 735.9700

www.baykeeper.org


