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“Baykeeper, what is your intent? ”
 On that foggy January morning, I heard the Coast Guard officer’s 
voice crackle through the radio. After receiving a phone call saying that 
an oil tanker had hit the Bay Bridge, I was onboard the Baykeeper boat, 
monitoring the crash site for signs of an oil spill in San Francisco Bay.
 Fortunately, the tanker’s hull had not been breached, and no oil 
spilled into the Bay that day. But this near-miss highlighted the need for 
even greater vigilance in protecting the Bay from oil spills. After learning 
that low visibility may have been a factor in the crash (as it was in the Cosco 
Busan oil spill of 2007), Baykeeper joined the maritime community in 
calling for a navigation rule change that was quickly adopted. Now, large
outbound ships are not allowed to sail under the Bay Bridge during  
heavy fog.
 Since then, I breathe a sigh of relief when I look outside on a 
foggy day, knowing that another ship-bridge accident is much less likely. 
 Sometimes I think back to the Coast Guard officer’s question, 
and its larger answer. What is Baykeeper’s intent? We identify the greatest 
threats to the health of San Francisco Bay. Then we do what it takes to stop 
harm from those threats—from advocating for tougher pollution regulations, 
to collecting our own samples of contaminated runoff as evidence, to suing 
polluters under the Clean Water Act. I want to thank every Baykeeper 
supporter who has stood with us this year, in our firm intent to make San 
Francisco Bay a healthy waterway where wildlife flourishes, residents 

enjoy safe recreation, and unpolluted 
beauty can be seen at every shore. 

A MESSAGE FROM BAYKEEPER’S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SAN FRANCISCO BAY’S MOST 
DETERMINED AND EFFECTIVE ADVOCATE

Deb Self, Baykeeper 
and Executive Director
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PERSEVERANCE
A YEAR OF

Photo: Ingrid Taylar

For years, outdated Bay Area sewage systems have spilled millions
of gallons of sewage into the Bay and its watershed, threatening
the health of the ecosystem and sickening swimmers, kiters, surfers,
paddlers, and sailors.

But now, as a result of Baykeeper’s
multi-year Sick of Sewage campaign,
sewer agencies serving twenty
cities—including some of the Bay’s
worst-polluting systems—have
agreed to repair leaky sewer pipes
and upgrade outdated infrastructure.
Many cities where we reached our
earliest agreements have already made repairs and dramatically reduced
sewage spills. One city, South San Francisco, finished its required fixes
three years early and no longer causes sewage pollution problems.

Baykeeper will make sure the other agencies continue repairs, until we
reach our goal of a San Francisco Bay that’s free of sewage pollution.

BAYKEEPER CONTINUED
OUR STEADY DRIVE
TOWARD A SEWAGE-FREE
SAN FRANCISCO BAY
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Baykeeper launched our Bay-
Safe Industry campaign last year 
to tackle one of San Francisco 
Bay’s most pervasive pollution 
problems: toxic industrial runoff. 

There are 1,300 industrial 
facilities in the Bay Area—such as metal recyclers, machine 
manufacturers, and shipping terminals—and the majority are not 
doing what’s required to prevent heavy metals and toxic chemicals 
from being washed from their properties into the Bay by rain. 
This widespread contamination threatens the health of the Bay, 
its wildlife, and those who spend time in or near the water. 

Baykeeper is making steady progress to rein in this source of toxic Bay 
pollution. We have expanded our legal docket and trained volunteer 
investigators to help us identify polluters. Our expert legal and science 
staff are able to evaluate each site and recommend the most effective 
pollution controls for that facility. So far, we have won cleanups at 
more than a dozen industrial runoff polluters, including the West 
Coast’s largest dry dock and the nation’s fourth largest steel foundry.  

OUR BAY-SAFE 
INDUSTRY CAMPAIGN 
IS REINING IN TOXIC 
INDUSTRIAL RUNOFF

LEGAL ACTION
A YEAR OF 
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THE BAYKEEPER 

Above, left to right:
Senior Staff Attorney Sejal
Choksi-Chugh, Staff Scientist
Ian Wren, former Managing
Attorney Jayni Foley Hein, Staff
Attorney Andrea Kopecky,
Program Director Jason Flanders,
and Executive Director Deb Self.

Bottom, left to right:
Deb, Jason, Sejal, Andrea,
and Ian.

TEAM
Photos: Susanne Friedrich
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One of San Francisco Bay’s rare, wild beaches
lies on the shore of Point Molate in Richmond,
but the area had been closed off for more
than a decade. Toxic debris polluted the
waters and shoreline, including hundreds of
logs contaminated with creosote, a now-banned
wood preservative that poses a health risk to
people and wildlife.

WE REMOVED 
OVER 90 TONS 
OF TOXIC 
DEBRIS FROM 
RICHMOND’S 
POINT MOLATE 
BEACH PARK

HANDS-ON CLEANUP
A YEAR OF 

In a four-month effort this year, Baykeeper and
our volunteers removed 96 tons of debris from
Point Molate. Eliminating this toxic pollution source 
will improve the health of eelgrass beds along the shoreline, which provide 
important habitat for sea life near the beach. 

For several years, Point Molate was considered as a site for a mega-casino. 
Baykeeper helped defeat that proposal. Our shoreline cleanup this year helped 
make it possible for Point Molate Beach Park to be reopened, making this
natural treasure accessible to all Bay Area residents.

POINT MOLATE

RICHMOND
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2013 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
JULY 1, 2012 – JUNE 30, 2013

Revenue

eXPenSeS

During 2012-2013, Baykeeper revenue totaled
$1,376,203. Our supporters generously
contributed $571,686 (42%). When we
settle a lawsuit against a polluter, the
Clean Water Act allows Baykeeper to
recover our fees and costs to bring the
case as well as monitor the resulting
reductions in pollution; in 2012-2013,
this amounted to $215,971 (16%).
In addition, we received more than
$500,000 in donated services from our
outside attorneys.

During 2012-13, Baykeeper’s expenses
totaled $1,509,122. We spent $1,230,254
(82%) on programs to strengthen clean
water laws and compel polluters to stop
contaminating San Francisco Bay.
Baykeeper keeps other expenses very
low, spending $180,317 (12%) on
fundraising and $98,552 (6%) on
administrative costs.

WHY WeRe eXPenSeS HIGHeR THAn Revenue?

For the past two years, Baykeeper has expanded our legal docket, with more
cases in our Bay-Safe Industry campaign to rein in toxic industrial pollution to
the Bay. When these cases settle in future fiscal years, we will recover 2012-
2013 fees and costs. Baykeeper is investing our resources strategically to
achieve the greatest possible benefit to the health of the Bay.

These figures are preliminary. Baykeeper’s full audited financial statements
will be available once completed at www.baykeeper.org.

Recovery
of Legal

Expenses
16%

Contributions
42%

Donated
Goods and

Services
37%

Other
5%

Programs to Protect
San Francisco Bay

82%

Administration
6%

Fundraising
12%

Baykeeper helped defeat that proposal. Our shoreline cleanup this year helped
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SAN FRANCISCO BAYKEEPER  

SUPPORTERS
THE FOLLOWING DONORS MADE GIFTS TO SAN FRANCISCO 
BAYKEEPER BETWEEN JULY 1, 2012 AND JUNE 30, 2013.  

WE THANK THEM FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT AND INVESTMENT 
IN OUR WORK TO PROTECT SAN FRANCISCO BAY.

Keith Campbell Foundation for 
   the Environment
Wallace A. Gerbode Foundation
Lisa and Douglas Goldman 
   Fund 

Anonymous 
Anonymous, in memory of 
   Corwin Hardham
The Big D. Foundation   
Giles and Elise Mead 
   Foundation   

J.E.C. Foundation
The Lee and Linda Meier Family
   Foundation 

Hugo Neu Corporation
National Oceanic and 
   Atmospheric Administration
Rose Foundation for Communities
   and the Environment   

Mellam Family Foundation 
Moore Family Foundation
Sunshine Polka-Dot Foundation
The Tulsa and Simone Fund

Stephen M. Silberstein
Trainer Communications

GIfTS of $25,000 And GReATeR

GIfTS of $10,000 – $20,000

GIfTS of $4,500 – $9,999
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Anonymous
Apple Lane Foundation
Advanced Energy Economy Institute,
    in memory of Corwin Hardham
Bay Crossings
Helen Berggruen
Catherine Coates and Veronica
   Selver
Zalec Familian & Lilian Levinson
   Foundation
Fred Gellert Family Foundation
Harvey and Gail Glasser
Helen and Thomas Merigan
   Charitable Trust
Michael Herz
Roshan Isaac
Kristine Johnson and Tim Dattels
Wendy and Seth Katzman
Nancy Milliken and Sergei Smirnoff

Brian Drue
Bryce Goeking and Tia Miyamoto
Keker & Van Nest
Jim and Linda Kuhns, in honor of
   the Baykeeper Staff
Susan and Thomas Newmeyer, in
   honor of Susan Cleveland-Knowles

Patagonia San Francisco
The Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin
   Fund, in honor of Michael Herz 
Thinkshift Communications
Wilmot Wheeler Foundation
Wine & Spirits Magazine

Timothy and Michele Mullins
Amanda Nelson
New Resource Bank
Michael and Ann Parker
Benjamin Patton, in memory of
   Corwin Hardham
Pisces Foundation
Julie and Christopher Ridley
Heyward Robinson and Joanna
   Mountain
San Francisco Bar Pilots
Genny Smith
Teva
Nancy Wakeman
Dan Weinstein and Family
The Mary Wohlford Foundation
Gary Wolff and Ruth Hartman
Terry and Douglas Young

Anonymous, in honor of the
   wedding of Jeff Wasserman
   and Julie Harris
Clifford Chanler
Susan Cleveland-Knowles and
   Jeffrey Knowles
Candace Dekkert
The Dolphin Club
Andrea Dooley
Leigh Fonseca
Paulette J. Meyer and
   David A. Friedman
Sallie Griffith
Leah Hair, in memory of
   Corwin Hardham

Margaret Hannon
Ann Hardesty and Stephen Chiles
Philip and Sally Kipper
Hal and Leslie Kruth
Kevin Lingerfelt
Materium Fund
Diane Portnoy
Amy Quirk and Mike Lehmann
JoAnna Robertson
Kent and Clodagh Smith
Nicki and Tom Spillane
Kristine Stratton
Tina Swanson

GIfTS of $2,500 – $4,499

GIfTS of $1,000 – $2,499

GIfTS of $500 – $999 
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Winifred and Harry B. Allen 
   Foundation 
Anonymous  
Rick Avery
Richard Bertero
Jack and JoAnn Bertges, 
   in memory of Dorothy Reed
Theresa Brennan
Dennis Bunting  
Bill Burke  
Buster Posey Rooters 
Lacy Caruthers  
Kathryn Christiansen  
Scott Corbin  
Alan Crockett  
Lauren and Rick David
Frank G. Delfino, 
   in memory of Janice B. Delfino
Doc’s Clock  
Kyle Doerksen, 
   in memory of Corwin Hardham
Tim Eichenberg  
Rachel Elginsmith  
Gary Emich and Peg Gerard 
Robert and Anna Fairbank 
Brian Fitzgibbons  
Brian Gaffney  
Stacey Geis  

Gary Groff   
Jeff Hargreaves and Meg Levine
David Harris  
Scott Haskins  
Heimbinder Family Foundation 
Jane Hiatt and Robert Pearl 
Janey and Kevin Kaster  
Bruce F. Kennedy  
Mardi Kildebeck  
Jill Legg  
Kent Lewandowski  
Diane Livia  
Gordy and Lynn MacDermott 
Daniel Madero  
James McCarthy
Sunny and Mark McKee  
Mary and Gregory Mignano 
Peter Molnar  
Marina Moreno and Tom McGivern
Arnie and Patrice Oji
Peter Ralston and Pattie Litton 
Jeff Russell  
Gia Schneider
SFDental.com  
The Shen Family  
The Sher-Right Fund  
Margaret Swink and Robert 
   Saliba

San Francisco Baykeeper thanks our many donors of gifts less than $250 
who could not be listed here. See a complete list of our supporters at 
www.baykeeper.org.

GIfTS of $250-499

Photo: Doc Searls
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Deb Self
Executive Director

Jason Flanders
Program Director

George Torgun
Managing Attorney

Sejal Choksi-Chugh
Senior Staff Attorney

Andrea Kopecky
Staff Attorney

Ian Wren
Staff Scientist

Eliet Henderson
Development Director

Judy MacLean
Communications Manager

Jenna McElroy
Development Associate

Jeremy Nelson
Finance and Administration
Manager

BAYkeePeR STAff BoARd of dIReCToRS

voLunTeeR SkIPPeRS

AdvISoRY CounCIL

SPeCIAL AdvISoRS To
THe BoARd

Jeff Russell, JD
Chair

Brian Drue
Treasurer

James A. Kuhns
Secretary

Tim Eichenberg, JD

Doreen Gounard

Gary Groff

Diane Livia

Peter Molnar

Benjamin Patton

Christina Swanson, PhD

Geoff Potter, Head Skipper
Robert Fairbank
Phil Kipper
Peter Molnar
Robert Philkill
Adam Simmonds
Jeff Wasserman
Bob Wertz

Thomas Hicks
Tim Kochis, JD
Robert Reed
Kent Smith
Diane Walton

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Michael Herz

Terry Tamminen

Photo: Doc Searls
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IN 2014,
BAYKEEPER CELEBRATES

25 YEARS
OF SUCCESSFUL ACTION TO

PROTECT SAN FRANCISCO BAY.

VISIT US AT WWW.BAYKEEPER.ORG

785 Market Street, Ste 850, San Francisco, CA 94103
www.Baykeeper.org   (415) 856-0444
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